WINDOWS ON YOUR WORLD
4. ALL KINDS OF WINDOWS
LESSON PLAN
In this creative, fun workshop participants begin to develop an awareness of townscape – the
overall groupings of buildings and the outside spaces between them.
Through walking, talking, seeing and drawing participants will:
•

Identify different types of old windows such as:
o
Round arch windows
o
Pointed arch windows
o
Rose windows
o
Stained glass windows
o
Twelve pane sliding sash windows
o
Casement windows

•

Learn how different windows open

•

Hear about two main architectural styles:
o
Classical
o
Gothic  

•

Hear how the pictures on coloured glass get there and stay put in the rain!

•

Develop opinions about what they like and don’t like

RESOURCES
All kinds of old windows
•
A street with lots of old buildings of different ages.
•
A dry and sunny day, preferably warm
•
Clipboards
•
A4 paper
•
Lead pencils
•
Coloured pencils or crayons
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The old city walls in Derry~Londonderry are an excellent learning resource
Walk to Artillery Street from your school or coach park.  Take the steps opposite the Playhouse
Theatre and Community Arts Centre onto the city walls.  ‘Walk the Walls’ over Artillery Gate, past
the former Cathedral Primary School, St Columb’s Cathedral with the Deanery in the background,
over Bishop Gate, past the Verbal Arts Centre, along Grand Parade to St Augustine’s Church.
If it’s not possible for you to visit Derry choose a historic street in your area with lots of old
buildings of different ages and types. Look for one with a Gothic church.

ACTIVITIES
1 ALL KINDS OF OLD WINDOWS 		
				

Use The Playhouse Theatre and Arts Centre’s windows as
an opportunity for exploring geometry.  Ask participants
to describe and identify the different windows in its two
front facades and others en route to St Augustine’s - the
‘wee church on the walls’.

2 YOUR FAVOURITE GOTHIC WINDOW 		
				

At the entrance to St Augustine’s pause and ask participants to look through the gateway into
its lovely garden.  Encourage them to smell the red roses on the right side of the path.  This
is a great opportunity to explore numeracy by asking participants to count all the windows –
encourage participants to look in all the nooks and crannies.
Ask them to see if they can spot and name a window they’ve never seen before?
Ask participants to pick their favourite window and describe what the window looks like
inside and out to their pair buddy – taking it in turn.
(15-20 minutes)
Form random pairs. Ask the children to put their names on the back of the page.
Encourage the children to do this in whatever way appeals most to them:
•
Talking
•
Writing
•
Drawing
•
A combination of the three
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Collect the drawings for sharing learning later.

3 HOW DO THE PICTURES GET ONTO A
STAINED GLASS WINDOW?

		

Gather the participants round a stained glass
window – preferably one they can see up
close.  Open up a conversation with them to
describe and discuss what they see.

4 SHARING LEARNING		
						
(15 minutes)

		

Inside the church lay the drawings
of the participants’ favourite windows
in a big circle or long line.  Invite the
participants to have a look at everyone’s
drawings.  Share the learning from all the
drawings.

5 FINAL FEEDBACK
(15 minutes)

					

General questions to the learning group
Tell me something you know now that you didn’t know when you got up this morning.
What did you enjoy most this morning?
What things were tough for you to do?
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